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2016
ELECTED OFFICIALS TOUR

On October 5th, the district held our annual Elected Officials Tour.  The day started with Zach presenting to over 20 elected officials about what Lake DeSmet Conservation District does and what projects we would be seeing.  We then ventured out to the high school to see the Russian Olive Removal Project followed by a visit to the Snider Ditch Project.  After the fun of riding around in golf carts, we had lunch and then toured the Bull Creek land exchange.  There we learned about a possible reservoir and what those plans entailed.  We had very encouraging feedback, the best being that we are the only ones to offer golf carts as a ride.  Thank you to all that attended.  [image: ]
MISSION STATEMENT
The Lake DeSmet Conservation District is dedicated to the development and implementation of programs to provide leadership and technical assistance for the conservation of Johnson County’s natural resources, agricultural heritage and resource base, to promote the control of soil erosion, to promote and protect the quality and quantity of Wyoming’s water and all other natural resources, to preserve and enhance wildlife habitat, to protect the tax base and to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of this County through responsible conservation planning.


2016-2017 Cost Share Application Approvals:
The Lake DeSmet Board of Supervisors approved the following projects for the fiscal year 2016-2017 cost share program:
· Ballek Land & Livestock 
· CK Lawrence
· Robert Garrison
· Kim Love
· Vignaroli Ranch
· Winchester Place Property Trust





    


World Water Monitoring Challenge
This fall, we were able to team up with the 8th grade science students and their teacher, Mr. Kessler, to participate in the World Water Monitoring Challenge.  Each class was divided into groups and given a task of checking turbidity, pH, oxygen levels or temperature.  Zach & Mandy discussed with them the importance of water conservation and why it is also important to understand the water they are testing.  Did you know that the world is made up of 70% percent water, give or take, and that of that 70%, 97% percent of that water is in oceans and seas?  2% is tied up in ice caps.  So that leaves the human population 1% of water to use!  That is why we need to monitor our water supply and especially conserve what we are using.  The students then took the information and put it on the web…to compare with other watersheds around the world!  Clear Creek is awesome in comparison to other parts of the world.  
[image: ]








WE ALL NEED TREES!
NACD Poster Contest
We had four contestants in our poster contest this year!  The board decided on winners and those have moved onto the state competition.  Contestants from Kindergarten through fourth grade participated.  Here is our winning poster!  Congratulations to Annisia Markovsky!
[image: ]
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TREES FOR BUFFALO 9:00-NOON
Saturday, November 5, 2016 at the J.C. Fire hall
             790 Volunteer Lane, Buffalo
 
 

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\kelly.booth\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\ZO9EIC86\MC900133493[1].wmf]Coffee & treats at 8:30
FREE
Please 
Pre-register
By November 3rd

FREE WORKSHOP OFFERED
By the Lake DeSmet Conservation District









	

    

   Kelly Norris  & Jacob McCarthy-  
           Wyoming State Forestry

· [image: ]WHAT TREES ARE GOOD FOR BUFFALO AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
      
· PRUNING OF YOUNG TREES


· CONSERVATION TREES AVAILABLE FOR SPRING DELIVERY – ORDER FORMS AVAILABLE!
To Pre-Register for the Workshop or for more information, please call: 
 Zach or Mandy
Lake DeSmet Conservation District
By Thursday, November 3.
684-2526 ext.101 Zach
ext.102 Mandy
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.ldcd.org
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Refreshments will be served 
during the workshop
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	DOOR  PRIZE
	Gift Certificate for a 4-5’
	Blue Spruce Tree
	
[image: ]
Lake DeSmet Conservation District 
621 W. Fetterman
Buffalo, WY 82834



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· October 18 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· October 25 - SGIT meeting – Lander
· November 5 – Free Fall Tree Workshop – visit our website to register!
· November 14 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· November 15-17 – WACD State Convention – Riverton
· December 20 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· January 17, 2017 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· January 28 – February 1 – NACD Convention - Denver


NRCS
 Newest Web Soil Survey Online http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
[image: WSS]
Web Soil Survey (WSS) just released its latest version—3.2. Originally introduced in 2005, the latest update provides improvements and enhancements that help users at all levels be better informed and prepared when making land-use-decisions. The web-based-application provides a wealth of soils information, data, and soil survey maps—all free and downloadable. 




Pruning Your Trees
Wyoming Tree Owner’s Manual – www.treeownersmanual.info

Time of Year
Winter is the best time of year to prune because branches are easy to see, diseases cannont be spread, and there is minimal stress to the tree.   But for most trees, pruning can be done at any time.  Exceptions are trees that are prone to fire blight.



Where to Cut

Support the branch with one hand while you make the cut to prevent the bark from ripping. If the branch is too large to support, use the three-step method (see details below).
For the final cut, look for the branch bark ridge and trunk collar. Begin the cut just outside of the branch bark ridge, and angle down away from the trunk.
Stay close to the trunk collar without cutting into it (see images below).

Three-step method
[image: ]



1.  Cut one-third of the way through
the branch on the under side.

2. Go 2-4 inches beyond the
undercut to remove the branch.

3. Make the final cut just outside 
the branch bark ridge and trunk collar.





How Often

Beginning 2 years after planting, prune lightly every year or every other
year. After 10 years, frequency of pruning depends on the type of tree and
amount of shade the canopy receives.

Do not remove more than 25 percent of the tree’s live branches
(and therefore leaves) at any one time.




Lake DeSmet Conservation District
621 West Fetterman
Buffalo, WY 82834-2340

[image: ]
	Phone: (307) 684-2526 		E-Mail: zach.byram@ldcd.org or amanda.hulet@ldcd.org



Meet the Board and Staff
     


Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Staff
Allison McKenzie: District Conservationist
Kassie Bales: Range Conservationist
NRCS Phone: 684-2526 ext. 3
Lake DeSmet Conservation District 
Board of Supervisors      
Ryan Fieldgrove: Chair		
Luke Todd: Vice Chair
Travis Rule: Secretary/Treasurer
Virgie Watt: Member
Priscilla Welles: Member
District Staff
Zach Byram: District Manager
Amanda Hulet: District Clerk
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