
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Rural living in Wyoming has its challenges and its rewards. Whether you have been living on rural 

acreage for a long time or youôre new to Wyoming and Johnson County, we hope you find this guide 

interesting and of practical use.  

This guide is brought to you by Clear Creek Conservation District where we are interested in promot-

ing good stewardship of natural resources. We understand the appeal of rural living but there is also a 

responsibility that comes with the rural living lifestyle. We want to provide you with the tools and in-

formation needed to enjoy your rural living experience while maintaining the value and aesthetics of 

the land that attracted you in the first place.  

Our mission is to provide user-friendly information on several topics pertinent to rural living, whether 

you have a few acres or many. This guide is not meant to contain highly detailed information on each 

topic but instead to offer sufficient information to guide and stimulate considerations for the rural 

landowner on how to conserve our natural resources and to be good stewards of the land.  

Each topic includes contact information for more in-depth assistance as well as a resource Directory 

located at the back of this publication. The Resource Directory provides a quick reference to contact 

information for numerous agencies and organizations that may be able provide more in-depth infor-

mation. 

Successful rural living involves learning and patience. We hope this guide will provide a practical ed-

ucation resource to help you live better on your land. 
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TOPϥC AGENCY ADDRESS PHONE WEBSϥTE 

Solid Waste Dis-
posal 

Johnson County Solid 
Waste 

284 TW Rd, BuϜalo (307) 684-2541 www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

Soils USDA NRCS 500 W Lott St, Unit A, 
BuϜalo 

(307) 684-2526 www.nrcs.usda.gov 

Recreation Bureau of Land   Manage-

ment, BuϜalo 

Bighorn National Forest 

BuϜalo Chamber of Com-

merce 

1425 Fort St, BuϜalo  

        

1415 Fort St, BuϜalo 

55 N Main St, BuϜalo 

(307) 684-1100 

 

(307) 684-7806 

(307) 684-5544 

www.blm.gov/oʛce/buϜalo-ɲeld-

oʛce 

www.fs.usda.gov/bighorn 

www.buϜalowyo.com 

Recycling  Dis-
posal 

Johnson County Solid 
Waste 

BuϜalo Recycle Center 

284 TW Rd, BuϜalo 
82834 

550 Butte St, BuϜalo 

(307) 684-2541 
123 

(307) 217-0320 

www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

Rural Security Johnson County SheriϜɅs 
Oʛce 

639 Fort St, BuϜalo (307) 684-5581 www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

Stream & Ripari-
an Management 

Wyoming Game & Fish 

Department 

USDA NRCS 

629 N DeSmet, BuϜalo 

82834 

500 W Lott St, Unit A 

(307) 684-2801 

123 

(307) 684-2526 

www.wgfd.wyo.gov 

ser 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

Tree Care Wyoming State Forestry 
Division 

600 VeteranɅs Lane BuϜa-
lo 

(307) 684-2752 www.wsfd.wyo.gov/contact-us/
district-5 

Water Quality Wyoming Department of 
Environment Quality 

510 Meadowview Dr, 
Lander, WY 82520 

(307) 332-3144 www.deq.state.wy.us/index.asp 

Wildɲre/
Controlled  Burn-
ing 

Johnson County Fire Con-

trol District #1 

970 Volunteer Lane, 

BuϜalo 

 www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

Wildlife Habitat Wyoming Game & Fish 

Department 

629 N DeSmet, BuϜalo (307) 684-2801 www.wgfd.wyo.gov 

Wyoming Water 
Law 

Wyoming State Engineers 

Oʛce 

2100 W Fifth St, Sheridan (307) 674-7012 www.seo.state.wy.us 
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TOPϥC AGENCY ADDRESS PHONE WEBSϥTE 

Backyard Wildlife Wyoming Game & Fish 

Department 

629 N DeSmet, BuϜalo (307) 684-2801 www.wgfd.wyo.gov 

Composting  Tree 
Care 

Clear Creek Conservation 
District 

500 W Lott St, Unit B, 
BuϜalo 

(307) 620-3021 www.clearcreekcd.org 

Landscaping  
Xeriscaping 

Clear Creek Conservation 
District 

500 W Lott St, Unit B, 
BuϜalo 

(307) 620-3021 www.clearcreekcd.org 

Construction Per-
mits 

City of BuϜalo 

Johnson County Planning 
and Zoning 

46 N Main St, BuϜalo 

76 N Main St, BuϜalo 

(307) 684-5566 

(307) 684-1907 

www.cityofbuϜalo.com 

www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

Drinking Water 
Wells 

US Environmental   Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) 

Wyoming State Engineers 
Oʛce 

Johnson County Planning 
and Zoning 

999 18th St., Suite 200 
Denver CO 80202 

2100 W Fifth St,  Sheridan 
WY 82801 

76 N Main St, BuϜalo 

(800) 227-8917 

 

(307) 674-7012 

 

(307) 684-1907 

www.epa.gov/Region8 

 

www.seo.state.wy.us 

 

www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

Emergency Ser-
vices 

Johnson County Emergen-
cy Management 

National Weather Service 

26 N DeSmet, BuϜalo 

 

12744 W US Hwy 26 Ri-
verton WY 82501 

(307) 684-2761 

 

(307) 857-3898 

www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

 

www.crh.noaa.gov/riw 

Fisheries Wyoming Game & Fish 

Department 

629 N DeSmet, BuϜalo (307) 684-2801 www.wgfd.wyo.gov 

Grazing & Raising 
Livestock 

UW Johnson County  Ex-
tension Oʛce 

30 Fairgrounds Rd, BuϜa-
lo 

(307) 684-7522 www.wyoextension.org/
johnsoncounty/ 

Hunting & Fishing Wyoming Game & Fish 

Department 

629 N DeSmet, BuϜalo (307) 684-2801 www.wgfd.wyo.gov 

ϥrrigation USDA NRCS 500 W Lott St, Unit A, 
BuϜalo 

(307) 684-2526 www.nrcs.usda.gov 

Livestock Health Wyoming State Veterinari-
an 

2020 Carey Ave  Chey-
enne, WY 82002 

(307) 777-6443 www.wlsb.state.wy.us 

Livestock 
Transport 

Wyoming Livestock Board 2020 Carey Ave  Chey-
enne, WY 82002 

(307) 777-6443 www.wlsb.state.wy.us 

Noxious Weeds Johnson County Weed and 
Pest 

123 Flatiron Dr, BuϜalo (307) 684-5715 www.jcweedandpest.com 

Septic Systems Johnson County Planning 
and Zoning 

76 N Main St, BuϜalo (307) 684-1907 www.johnsoncountywyoming.org 

 

 

ABOUT CLEAR CREEK  
CONSERVATϥON DϥSTRϥCT 

History of CCCD 

The Conservation District concept began in the 

Dust Bowl era of the 1930ôs in response to severe 

drought and drastic soil loss. The federal govern-

ment created the USDA Soil Conservation Service, 

now called Natural Resource Conservation Service 

(NRCS), under the Soil Conservation Act of 1935. 

This agency was charged with administration of 

programs and practices to address soil erosion con-

cerns. 

In February of 1937 the President urged all states 

to pass legislation authorizing locally led soil con-

servation programs. This need initiated the for-

mation of conservation districts across the United 

States with the first passage of the Soil Conserva-

tion District Law in Arkansas in March, 1937. The 

Wyoming State Legislature followed suit by pass-

ing the enabling legislation for the formation of 

local conservation districts in March of 1941. 

The Clear Creek Conservation District was orga-

nized on November 18, 1942. Through the years 

the Districtôs boundaries have expanded to encom-

pass 1,450,840 acres.  

Authority 

CCCD is a local subdivision of the state as defined 

and established by the Wyoming State Statutes at 

Title 11, Chapter 16, et seq., entitled ñWyoming 

Conservation District Law.ò Clear Creek Conserva-

tion District, pursuant to W.S. 11-16-122(iv) and 

(xvi) of the Wyoming Conservation Districts Law, 

is authorized to develop plans for the Clear Creek 

Conservation District and to file said plans in the 

office of the Johnson County Clerk. 

The people residing within the CCCD boundaries 

elect the five-member Board of Supervisors of the 

Clear Creek Conservation District by popular vote 

during the general election. The elected members 

represent both the rural and urban populations 

within the District. The Board of Supervisors is the 

only locally elected board charged with the respon-

sibility of representing local people on natural re-

source issues. A conservation district supervisor 

serves the community voluntarily 

The CCCDôs programs and administration is sup-

ported by a one mill levy and grants.  

AbfdcĥgXf]cb 
CLEAR CREEK CONSERVATϥON DϥSTRϥCT MϥSSϥON STATEMENT 

ñThe Clear Creek Conservation District is dedicated to he development and implementation of programs to provide 
leadership and technical assistance for the conservation of Johnson Countyôs natural resources, agricultural heritage 
and resource base, to promote the control od soil erosion, to promote and protect the quality and quantity of Wyomingôs 
waters and all other natural resources, to preserve and enhance wildlife habitat, to protect the tax base and to promote 
the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of this County through responsible conservation planning.ò 



 

 

Location 

The Clear Creek Conservation District is one of 

two conservation districts within Johnson County 
and is located in the northern portion. The Powder 
River Conservation District is the second conserva-
tion district in Johnson County and lies in the 

southern half of Johnson County. CCCD is also 
bordered by both Washakie County Conservation 
District and South Bighorn Conservation to west, 

Sheridan County Conservation to the north, and 
Campbell County Conservation District to the east. 

 

Watersheds 

The Clear Creek Conservation District encom-
passes six hydrologic units, or drainage basins, 

within its borders. These are Clear Creek, Crazy 
Woman, Upper Powder River, Middle Fork, 
Nowood, and Upper Tongue. Major rivers and 

streams within these watersheds include Powder 
River, Clear Creek, and Crazy Woman Creek. Pri-
mary tributaries to Powder River are Salt Creek, 
South Fork Powder River, North Fork Powder Riv-

er, red Fork Powder River, Beaver Creek, Middle 
Fork Powder River, and Buffalo Creek. Within the 
Clear Creek drainage, the primary tributaries are 

Piney Creek, Little Piney Creek, North Piney 
Creek, South Piney Creek, Shell Creek, Johnson 
Creek, Rock Creek, and French Creek. Primary 

tributaries of Crazy Woman drainage are Middle 
Fork Crazy Woman, Billy Creek, Muddy Creek, 
North Fork Crazy Woman Creek, Little Fork Crazy 

Woman Creek, and Kelly Creek. 

 

Climate 

Climate within the Clear Creek Conservation Dis-
trict can vary widely depending on elevation. Gen-

erally, the Bighorn Mountains and associated foot-
hills receive more snow during the winter months 
and more rainfall in the summer. The Bighorn 

mountain range obscures moisture arriving from 
the west creating a semi-arid climate regime and 
leaving the majority of Clear Creek Conservation 
District in a rain shadow resulting in a dry climate. 

On average, the district receives 10-14 inches of 
annual precipitation. Sub-zero temperatures are not 
uncommon during winter and are often associated 

with high winds. The average summer temperature 
is 82.5 degrees Fahrenheit with temperatures occa-
sionally reaching into the 100ôs. The average grow-

ing season is 136 days, although freezing tempera-
tures have been recorded in July. and August. 

 

Land Use 

Approximately 75 percent of the district is range-
land which is used for a variety of production ac-

tivities, including agriculture. Many of these agri-
cultural operations supplement range forage with 
irrigated hay and pasture. Approximately 39,000 

acres within the District are irrigated hay or pasture 
lands. Cattle, sheep, and horses graze both the 
range and irrigated pastures. The area also supports 
both mule and whitetail deer, elk, pronghorn ante-

lope, and moose.  

A variety of industries operate within the District 

boundaries as well. Natural gas and oil production 
constitute the majority of the commercial non-
renewable resources in CCCD. Sand, gravel, and 

scoria are other economic resources with in CCCD. 
Timber harvest on national forest land accounts for 
a limited amount of land use. 
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Reduce, Reuse and RECYCLE! Johnson County 
has a number of opportunities to incorporate these 

efforts into your every day life. 

The Buffalo-Johnson County Recycling Center is 

located at 550 Butte Street. This is the go-to for 1 
& 2 plastics, aluminum and steel cans, glass, card-
board, paper, books, Styrofoam and fabric & cloth-

ing. There are some specifics on care of the items 
you bring in. Those stipulations are posted on the 
Johnson County website under Recycle Infor-

mation. But generally, you can take all of this to 
the center. 

Household Hazardous Waste Day is a one day per 
year event sponsored by the Clear Creek Conserva-
tion District to drop off those items like pesticides, 

oil, old gas and paint. All you have to do is load up 
your treasures on the first Saturday in June and 

bring them to the event to be disposed of properly. 
Advertising is on the radio, in the Buffalo Bulletin 
and also on the districtôs website.  

Our local landfill has a composting program where 
you can bring in grass clippings and small tree 

branches. They take it at no charge and turn it into 
compost that you can come back to get once it has 
completed the composting process.  

The Clear Creek Conservation District also offers a 
cost share on composters, rain barrels and weed 

barrier for your property. You can contact them for 
more information. 


