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LIVING SNOW FENCE
A living snow fence can direct snow away from an area and provide protection from the Wyoming WIND!

 A correctly placed living snow fence (LSF) will direct snow and give your home protection from the wind, improve the aesthetics of your property, and reduce home energy consumption.
     	An LSF is a band of shrubs and trees perpendicular to the prevailing winds. Remember a few key points when designing an LSF. First, allow room for snowdrifts to accumulate. Plant the first row that will be hit by the wind 150 to 200 feet away from the area to be protected. Placing it closer could cause drifting on the area to be protected. Second, allow space for plants to mature. Generally, small shrubs should be planted 4 to 6 feet apart; medium shrubs and small evergreens 6 to 8 feet apart; and large trees 12 to 15 feet apart. 
The first step is to draw a rough sketch of your property. Indicate the direction of prevailing winds, property lines, irrigation source, and the area to be protected. Next, determine how many rows to plant. The most common arrangement is three rows: one shrub row for the row that will be hit first by the wind, a medium evergreen row in the middle, and then a large evergreen row closest to the area to be protected. Other configurations work as well. The more rows that are planted, the denser the snow fence will become, and, ultimately the more protection provided.
Pick trees that will be the most successful for your region. Several factors should be considered. Soil types (sandy, loamy, and clayey) and soil quality (pH, alkalinity, salinity, and nutrient availability) have a large impact on the success of trees and shrubs. Being aware of your soil characteristics will assist in determining which tree and shrub species is best adapted to the site and will have the best chance for survival. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), conservation districts, the University of Wyoming Cooperative Extension Service, and UW Soil Testing Laboratory can assist in determining your soil type. It is also important to choose species that are either native to your area or a hardy non-native that will survive a Wyoming winter. Consider whether or not the species needs to be drought tolerant.  

For more information on living snow fences:
• Wyoming conservation districts – http://www.conservewy.com/DISTRICTS.htm
• Natural Resources Conservation Service Wyoming offices –
www.wy.nrcs.usda.gov/wymaps/wycomap.html
• W yoming State Forestry Division – http://slf-web.state.wy.us/forestry.aspx
• UW Cooperative Extension Service county information
– http://ces.uwyo.edu/Counties.asp;




       NRCS Welcomes New Range 
	Conservationist

Barbara (BJ) Bender recently graduated from the University of Wyoming, with majors in Rangeland Management and Environment and Natural Resources. After BJ graduated, she worked as a ranch hand outside of Laramie while applying for NRCS position in multiple locations all over Wyoming.
BJ grew up raising livestock in 4H, riding horses, and spending every moment that she could outside which helper her develop an understanding that everything we depend on comes from the land. BJ has always had a deep respect for ranchers and farmers as stewards of the land and has always wanted a career in which she could work alongside them. 
BJ’s position is a little different than most NRCS Range Cons because she not only gets to work with producers in Johnson County, but also in Sheridan and Campbell Counties as well. BJ says she has already learned so much and met so many incredibly creative, brilliant, and caring producers around this area who are passionate about the land and what they do. She is also been very impressed by the tight-knit community of Buffalo. BJ also says, “I really hope to make a positive contribution through my job and participation in groups I have started to get involved in. I still have a lot more to learn about putting conservation into practice, but I am very excited to have this opportunity to be involved in supporting local agriculture in Wyoming and in such a beautiful place as Buffalo”.





    

MISSION STATEMENT
The Lake DeSmet Conservation District is dedicated to the development and implementation of programs to provide leadership and technical assistance for the conservation of Johnson County’s natural resources, agricultural heritage and resource base, to promote the control of soil erosion, to promote and protect the quality and quantity of Wyoming’s water and all other natural resources, to preserve and enhance wildlife habitat, to protect the tax base and to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents of this County through responsible conservation planning.



2017 Conservation Tree, Shrub and Perennial Order Forms Now Available
Although tree planting for next spring may be far from your thoughts, now is the time to begin planning.  All too often, landowners wait until March or April to begin the planning process.  This late planning generally results in numerous problems encountered by the prospective tree planter.
Poorly planned planting sites often result in excessive tree loss, poor species selection, improper placement, lack of desired function and unhappy landowners.
These conservation trees and shrubs can be used for snow fences, shelter belts, wildlife habitat improvement, wetland restoration, noise barriers, or for improving aesthetics around your property.
Do it right the first time!  If you are going to invest your time and money on a tree planting project, call the District and we can provide you with all the information you need.
The order forms can be located on our website (www.ldcd.org) or here at the office.  We are excited to be offering many tree and shrub varieties as well as perennial plant species including several new additions.  Several species are expected to sell out quickly so you are encouraged to order as early as possible.  If you are looking for something that you don’t see on the order form, give us a call and we will try to find what you are looking for!  Also Available For Sale
· Composters
· Rain Barrels
· Weed barrier
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· January 17, 2017 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· January 28 – February 1 – NACD Convention - Denver
· February 21 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· March 16-17 - Project Learning Tree, Project Wild and Project Wet Workshops, Bomber Mountain Civic Center
· March 21 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· April 1 – Garden Expo, Bomber Mountain Civic Center
· April 7 – last day to order ball & burlap trees
· April 18 – Board of Supervisors Meeting, 6 pm, 621 W Fetterman
· April 29 – Spring Tree Workshop, TBD
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Lake DeSmet Conservation District
621 West Fetterman
Buffalo, WY 82834-2340
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	Phone: (307) 684-2526 		E-Mail: zach.byram@ldcd.org or amanda.hulet@ldcd.org



Meet the Board and Staff
     


Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Staff
Allison McKenzie: District Conservationist
Kassie Bales: Range Conservationist
[bookmark: _GoBack]B.J. Bender: Conservationist
NRCS Phone: 684-2526 ext. 3
Lake DeSmet Conservation District 
Board of Supervisors      
Ryan Fieldgrove: Chair		
Luke Todd: Vice Chair
Travis Rule: Secretary/Treasurer
Virgie Watt: Member
Priscilla Welles: Member
District Staff
Zach Byram: District Manager
Amanda Hulet: District Clerk
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2017 Arbor Day Poster C. ~test
“Trees are Terrific for You and Me:

e All 4th and 5th grade students eligible to enter
(home-school, private, and public)

e Download contest rules and comprehensive
lesson plans at wyomingplt.org/ArborDay-
Info.aspx

®  Excellent lesson plans that are teacher-ready,
hands-on, creative, and FUN! —

® Increase students’ knowledge about fig'importance
of trees and forests in Wyoming

Project
4 Learning
Tree®

Core standards and enhances Boy Scout, Girl Scout
and FOSS programs

Prizes for both the winning student and teacher

Celebrate with state elected officials in April at the
Wyoming State Arbor Day Celebration in Cheyenne
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